

INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH FOR ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

  The introduction paragraph for an essay written with no time limit should:

· Begin generally with no opinion.

· Use word and idea hooks ( repeated words and ideas from previous sentences ) 

· Give the three main pro arguments using parallel structure.

· End with the thesis.

EXAMPLE THESIS STATEMENT

Thesis: All students should have part-time jobs.


Pros 
1. Jobs provide spending money.



2. Jobs teach responsibility



3. Jobs provide experience in fields the student may be interested in.

SAMPLE OPENING USING DEFINITION:


“A job is defined as efforts for which one is paid.”

                 ( Pick one of the nouns in the thesis or a related idea like ‘responsibility’ and define it.)

SAMPLE OPENING STARTING WITH A GENERAL STATEMENT:


“The state of California has millions of high school students attending thousands of high schools.”


( Pick one of the nouns in the thesis.)

SAMPLE INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH


The state of California has millions of students attending thousands of high schools. These students

( word hook repeating ‘students from first sentence) have many needs in common. They ( word hook ) have 

to pay for clothes, school supplies, car insurance, gas, fast food, and sometimes car payments. ( Idea hook explaining

what ‘needs’ are ) Students have to find ways to meet these expenses ( Idea hook-‘needs’ summarizes previous list ). 
They can either beg their parents for money or find a job to help support themselves. For example, students can
work at a fast food restaurant or a supermarket after school. These jobs are usually part time meaning they may work 

less than 40 hours usually about 20 hours. Part time jobs provide spending money ( pro argument 1), help students 

develop a sense of responsibility ( pro argument 2 ) and provide job experience in the student’s desired field 

( pro argument 3). All students should have part-time jobs. ( THESIS ) 
· All three pros started with a verb ( ‘provide’, ‘help’, and ‘provide’ ) followed by objects. That is using parallel structure.
· The introduction paragraph should not have any cons.

· The introduction paragraph does NOT develop ( explain ) the pro points. The body paragraphs do that.





CON to PRO PARAGRAPHS

