GRAPES of WRATH Questions

Chp 1 – 3  (16)

      1.  How does the dustbowl affect people’s lives?

2. What do the women worry about?

3. How does Tom get the truck driver to give him a ride?

4. What does the driver do to pas the time?

5. Why was Tom at McAlester Prison?

6. How long was he in prison?

7. Which way is the turtlr heading?

8. How is the turtle like the migrants?

Chp 4 - 5  (25)

      1. What is the name of the man who is singing?

      2. How does Tom know this man?

      3. Why is Jim no longer a preacher?

      4. Why doesn’t Tom feel guilty about killing the man?

      5. What was good about being in prison?

      6. How has the tractor reduced the need for sharecroppers?

      7. Why doesn’t the farmer shoot the man on the tractor?

       8. Who does the driver say is responsible?

Chp 6  (24)

      1.  Who is Muley Graves?

2. Where has Tom’s family gone?

3.    What does Muley say about the people who left?  

      4.   Where has Muley’s family gone and how does he live?

      5.   What does Tom’s friend say about prisons?

6. Why does Tom have to hide when the sheriff comes?

7. Why is the sheriff cautious around Muley?

8. Has prison changed Tom?

Chp 7 - 8  (28)

1. What weaknesses do the car salesmen look for?

2.  What tricks do the salemen use?

3.  Why does Uncle John act strangely?

4.  What does everyone assume about Tom?

5.   What does Ma ask Tom ?

6.  Why is Noah different?

7.  What does Jim Casey say about going off in the wilderness?

8.  What is Al like?

9.   Who are Rose of Sharon and Connie?.

Chp 9 - 10  (32)

     1. Why do the Joad’s belongings sell for so little money?

     2. What happens to things they can’t take with them?

3. What makes the Joads think there is work in California?

4. What does Tom say about preaching?

5. Describe Ruthie and Winfield.

6. What does the family think about taking Jim with them to California?

7. How has Granpa changed his views about going to California?

8. How is he persuaded to go on the truck?

Chp 11 - 13  (35)

     1.  Why does the tractor cause the man to lose his connection with the land?

2. What happens to the abandoned houses?

3.  What cities does Highway 66 go through?

4.  What problems do they face going to California?

5.  What is Al worried about?

      6.    What does the man at the gas station say about people who come to his station?

      7.    Who are the Wilsons?

      8.    What happens to Granpa?

9.  Why does the family bury Granpa by the side of the road?

10. What is buried with Granpa?

11. What deal do the Joads make with the Wilsons?

Chp 14 - 15  (14)

      1. Why are the western states nervous?

      2.  What does he mean when he talks about a  change from “I” to ‘we”?

      3. What complaint do business owners have about migrants?

      4.  What does the father in the interclary chapter ask for?

      5.   What does the restaurant owner tell Mae to do?

6. Why does the truck driver say, “Go to Hell?”

7. What do Mae and the owner wonder about?

Chp 16  (33)

      1. What does Rose tell Ma about Connie’s plans?

      2.  Why does Ma refuse to let anyone stay behind?

      3. What was tom’s suggestion?

      4. What does Jim say about the cars he sees?

5. Why does the one-eyed man hate the owner?

6. What does Tom tell the man?

7. What does the ragged man say happened to him in California?

8. What does the ragged man say about the handbills?

9. What does the camp owner call the ragged man? What is that?

Chp 17   (8)

1. What does the interclary chapter say happens at the campgrounds?

2. What punishments were handed out for transgressions?

3.  How did leaders emerge?

4.  Why were th eelderly leaders?

5.   What common interests do the families have?

Chp 18  (34)

1. How do the Californians feel about the migrants?

2. What do the policemen call the migrants?

3.  Who leaves at the Colorado River?

4.  What do the police tell Ma?

5. Why are the Wilsons not leaving with them?

6. How does Ma get the family past the inspection station?

7. What happens to Granma?

Chp 19  (9)

1. Who did the Americans take the land from?

2.  What groups provided cheap labor before the migrants?

3.  How did the owners of the farms change?

4. Why did workers in California hate the migrants?

5. What were Hoovervilles?

6. What are the big land owners afraid of?

Chp 20 (46)

     1.  How is Granma buried?

     2.  How odes a man get to be ‘bullsimple’?

      3. What is the blacklist?

4. What does Connie say about California?  

5. What does Floyd tell Al?  Why does he tell Al?

6. Why is the woman angry that Ma gave the children stew?

7. What does the man in the coupe want?

8. What does Floyd say about the man?

9. What happens after they try to arrest Floyd?

10. Why does Uncle John feel guilty?

11. What does Pa say about Connie?

12. How has Jim proved to be useful as Ma said he would be?

Chp 21  (3)

1. What did the Californians say about the migrants?

2. What did the Californians fear about the migrants?

3. How did the bigger farmers force out the smaller farmers?

4.  Why would wealthy people object to what Steinbeck wrote?

5. What unites the migrants?

Chp 22  (45)

1. What do the Joads like about the government camp?

2.Who runs the camp?

3. Why is Mr. Thomas reducing the workers’ wages?

4.  Why does the Framers Association dislike the government camp?

5. What is a Red?

6.  What does the woman tell Rose is a sin?

7. Why is Ma more depressed now?

8. Why does Uncle John want to leave?

Chp 23 – 24 (23)

1. What kind of stories did the migrants tell?

2.  What did the people in the movie pretend?

3.  Why would the police want a fight to start at the camp?

4.  Why is Rose depressed?

5.  How is the riot prevented?

6.  What disappoints Huston about the men?

7. Why do the men try to start a fight?

Chp 25 (4) 

1.  Why are the oranges doused with kerosene?

2.   Why don’t the farmers want anyone to eat the extra oranges?

3.   What happens to the rotten grapes?

4.   What is spring like in California?

5.   What problems do the farmers have on small farms?

Chp 26 First half (33)

     1. Why do the Joads leave the government camp?

     2.  What does Pa say about getting a stick, and what is Ma’s reply?

     3. What does Al want to do?

     4. What does the man with the gold football tell the Joads?

     5. Who does Ma say will help a poor man?

     6.  Why does Tom say he hates the police? 

Chp. 26 Second half ( 34 ) 

        1.Why are prices higher at the company store?

        2. Who does Tom find at the striker’s camp?

        3. What does Jim tell Topm he learned in jail?

        4. What happens to Jim?

        5. How does the pay at the farm change related to the strike?

        6. What does Jim say before they kill him?

Chp 27 - 28 (32)

1. How do the workers try to cheat the scale?

2. Where are the Joads staying?

3. What has Ruthie done to endanger Tom?

4. What does Tom tell Ma before he leaves?

5. Where does Tom say he can be found?

6. What are the Wainwrights worried about?

7. How has Rose changed?

8. In what way is Tom a disciple of Jim?

9. How does Ma say man and women’s perception of life is different?

Chp 29 - 30 ( 25)

1. Why can’t the family get relief money?

2. What is the weather like?

3. Why can’t the Joads leave when the Wainwrights do?

4. What happens with Rose’s baby?

5. What does Uncle John do with the baby? What does this remind you of?

6. Where does the family get shelter from the storm?

7. What do Rose’s actions at the end of the story have to do with her being a dynamic character? 

