

CON TO PRO PARAGRAPHS FOR ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

     These are generally the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs in a 5 paragraph essay. These 
paragraphs will introduce a con argument ( a point that DISAGREES with the thesis)  
but not develop ( explain ) it. Then, a pro argument will be given ( one that agrees 
with the thesis ). The rest of the paragraph develops the pro point. A writer can use 
2 methods to go from con to pro points.

1. Start the con with a subordinating conjunction ( such as ‘although’, ‘even though’, or 
     ‘while’ followed by a comma and then the pro point.

                 Example: ‘While some parents oppose part time jobs because jobs may reduce study 
                  time, (con point) a student who manages his time well will not harm their academic 
                  efforts.

2. State the con point in a sentence. Then, use a transition that means ‘but’ and tells the 
      reader that you are going to disagree with what came before ( ‘However’, “On the 
      other hand’, ‘Yet” ). Put a comma after the transition. Then develop the pro point.

                  Example: Some parents oppose part time jobs because the jobs may reduce study 
                   time. (con point) However, a student who manages their time well will not harm their 
                  academic efforts. 

· Have someone other than yourself state the con, so it doesn’t sound like you are 
       arguing with yourself. Example “Some parents say……(con)” 

· Make sure your con doesn’t have everyone disagree with you. “SOME parents say’ 
      not just ‘Parents say’. This is called qualifying.

· If your con is very strong, make sure you disagree with it before going on to an 
      unrelated pro. Example: Some parents say part time jobs are harmful to a student’s 
      grades, yet these jobs teach responsibility. ( that leaves the reader wondering ‘Do 
      the jobs hurt academic efforts?’ Use an argument such as ‘a student who manages 
      his time wisely will not harm their academic efforts. This addresses the con and 
     rebuts it. 

                            After the pro point is given, the rest of the paragraph should develop the pro 
                  point. If the point of the paragraph is that ‘jobs teach responsibility’, the following 
                  sentences should explain HOW jobs teach responsibility. Example: jobs require 
                  students to show up on time, to keep track of inventory, to deal with the public, to 
                  handle money etc. Explain all those. Development will make or break your paragraph. 
                  5 sentences of development ( not counting con, pro, or clincher sentences )  is a 
                  minimum. 

             Lastly, the paragraph should end with a clincher sentence which begins with 
       a transition telling the reader that you are summing up your point ( ‘Therefore’, 
      ‘Consequently’, ‘Thus’ ) and then restate your pro point. Do not restate the con 
       point. Do not restate the thesis. Restate the point of that paragraph using slightly 
       different wording than you used at the start of the paragraph. 

